HLA antigens associated to amoebic abscess of the liver in Mexican mestizos.
Worldwide prevalence of amoebiasis is estimated at 4 x 10(8) cases/year, yet only one of about 300 individuals harbouring Entamoeba histolytica suffers tissue invasion and these cases are mostly concentrated in certain areas of Asia, Africa and Latin America. Patients with amoebic abscess of the liver (AAL) represent only a small fraction of that. These contrasting figures have been tentatively explained on the one hand through variations in sex, immunocompetence, nutritional and other socioeconomic features of the host, and on the other hand through differences in parasite virulence. In order to explore a possible association between the major histocompatibility complex (MHC) and AAL susceptibility, we studied the HLA profile in 31 Mexican mestizos with AAL and compared it to race and socioeconomically matched controls. Mexican mestizo patients with AAL revealed a significant increase in HLA-Bw16 and HLA-DR3 which could suggest an HLA-related susceptibility to liver invasion by E. histolytica.